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of this Irish disloyal feeling shown by many of their
parents and grandparents, but in no sense felt by them-
selves.
Here more than anywhere else one sees the influence
of Catholicism from London taking the place of the
influence of the Irish. To begin with, the young men ask
pertinently why it is that the bishops in the past have been
unwilling to let them go into the Socialist Party. They
realise that Socialism on the European Continent is quite
contrary to anything the Catholic Church teaches, and
they quite understand that they could not be allowed to
join such a party and still remain practising Catholics; but
at the same time they point to England, and to the fact
that large numbers of prominent Catholics are in the
English Socialist Party. They say this is a different type
of party from those on the Continent, and they also point
out that every single one of their ancestors was an Irish
radical and would to-day have been a socialist. Their
instincts are all for joining the Socialist movement in
New Zealand, and they argue that in doing so they might
put a very definite brake on that Socialist movement and
direct it towards what Catholics feel are necessary social
developments throughout the world.
There is definitely a great deal in their argument. The
Socialist Party to-day in power in New Zealand has for a
long time had the support, even if unofficial, of the. young
members of the Nonconformist Church groups. Perhaps
nowhere in the Empire is the youth movement stronger
than it is in New Zealand , but in New Zealand it is entirely
run from a church angle. This movement has become
political only in its complete pacifism, Some of the Non-
conformist church groups have gone so far as to advocate